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Copenhagen - 2005

Pocket Playhouse. 'Michael Frayn is the most
philosophical comic writer - and the most comic
philosophical writer - of our time.' Daily Mail
A Study Guide for Michael Frayn's
"Copenhagen" - Cengage Learning Gale
2017-07-25
A Study Guide for Michael Frayn's
"Copenhagen," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Drama For Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust
Drama For Students for all of your research
needs.
Restricted Data
- Alex Wellerstein 2021-04-09
"Nuclear weapons, since their conception, have
been the subject of secrecy. In the months after
the dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, the American scientific
establishment, the American government, and
the American public all wrestled with what was
called the "problem of secrecy," wondering not
only whether secrecy was appropriate and
effective as a means of controlling this new
technology but also whether it was compatible
with the country's core values. Out of a messy
context of propaganda, confusion, spy scares,
and the grave counsel of competing groups of
scientists, what historian Alex Wellerstein calls a
"new regime of secrecy" was put into place. It
was unlike any other previous or since. Nuclear
secrets were given their own unique legal
designation in American law ("restricted data"),
one that operates differently than all other forms
of national security classification and exists to

A Study Guide for Michael Frayn's
"Copenhagen" - Gale, Cengage Learning 2016
A Study Guide for Michael Frayn's
"Copenhagen," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Drama For Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust
Drama For Students for all of your research
needs.
TOM AND VIV - Michael Hastings 2016-03-02
A new edition of Tom and Viv, coinciding with
the 2006 production at the Almeida Theatre,
London. It is Cambridge, 1915, and Tom, and
awkward American graduate, meets Viv.
Enchanted with each other, the couple are
sucked into a whirlwind romance, but as Tom
begins to become successful in the field of
literature, Viv's volatility becomes a problem
rather than a quirk. Their swift marriage turns
into an impossible love story. Tom and Viv
explores the complex relationship between T.S
Eliot and his wife, Vivienne. It premiered at the
Royal Court Theatre in 1984,and was made into
a major motion picture starring William Defoe
and Miranda Richardson in 1994.
Magic Mobile - Michael Frayn 2020-03-24
The whole world at the touch of your finger why ever leave the imaginary realm of your
mobile phone? But this book is even better.
Anything but analogue, Magic Mobile is the
latest offering of comic genius from Michael
Frayn, the author of Matchbox Theatre and
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this day. Drawing on massive amounts of
declassified files, including records released by
the government for the first time at the author's
request, Restricted Data is a narrative account
of nuclear secrecy and the tensions and
uncertainty that built as the Cold War continued.
In the US, both science and democracy are
pitted against nuclear secrecy, and this makes
its history uniquely compelling and timely"-Copenhagen - Michael Frayn 2000-08-08
TONY AWARD WINNER • An explosive reimagining of the mysterious wartime meeting
between two Nobel laureates to discuss the
atomic bomb. “Endlessly fascinating…. The most
invigorating and ingenious play of ideas in many
a year…. An electrifying work of art.” —Ben
Brantley, The New York Times In 1941 the
German physicist Werner Heisenberg made a
clandestine trip to Copenhagen to see his Danish
counterpart and friend Niels Bohr. Their work
together on quantum mechanics and the
uncertainty principle had revolutionized atomic
physics. But now the world had changed and the
two men were on opposite sides in a world war.
Why Heisenberg went to Copenhagen and what
he wanted to say to Bohr are questions that have
vexed historians ever since. In Michael Frayn’s
ambitious, fiercely intelligent, and daring new
play Heisenberg and Bohr meet once again to
discuss the intricacies of physics and to ponder
the metaphysical—the very essence of human
motivation.
Noises Off - Michael Frayn 2021-01-14
“As finely worked as a Swiss watch and as funny
as the human condition permits..the zigzag
brilliance of the text as the clunky lines of the
farce-within-a-farce rub against the sharp
dialogue of reality” Guardian A play-within-aplay following a touring theatre company who
are rehearsing and performing a comedy called
Nothing On, results in a riotous double-bill of
comedic craft and dramatic skill. Hurtling along
at breakneck speed it shows the backstage
antics as they stumble through the dressrehearsal at Weston-super-Mare, then on to a
disastrous matinee at Ashton-under-Lyne,
followed by a total meltdown in Stockton-onTees. Michael Frayn's irresistible, multi-awardwinning backstage farce has been enjoyed by
millions of people worldwide since it premiered
in 1982 and has been hailed as one of the

greatest British comedies ever written. Winner
of both Olivier and Evening Standard Awards for
Best Comedy. This edition features a new
introduction by Michael Blakemore.
Deliver Us From Evil - William Shawcross
2002-01-10
Reporting from war zones around the globe,
acclaimed journalist William Shawcross gives us
an unforgettable portrait of a dangerous world
and of the brave men and women, ordinary and
extraordinary, who risk their lives to make and
keep the peace. The end of the Cold War was
followed by a decade of regional and ethnic
wars, massacres and forced exiles, and by
constant calls for America to lead the
international community as chief peace-keeper.
The efforts of that community -- identified with
the United Nations but often dominated by the
world's wealthy nations -- have had mixed
results. In Africa, the West is accused of
indifference or too little, too late. In Cambodia,
the UN presides over free elections, but the
results are overridden. In Iraq, Saddam Hussein
continues to defy the UN, and in Bosnia and
Kosovo, the West acts hesitantly after terrible
slaughter and ethnic cleansing. Shawcross, a
veteran of many war zones, has had broad
access to global policymakers, including UN
secretary general Kofi Annan, high American
diplomats, peacekeepers and humanitarian-aid
professionals. He has traveled with them to
some of the world's most horrifying killing fields.
Deliver Us from Evil is his stark, on-the-ground
report on the many crises faced by the
international community and its servants as they
struggle to respond around the world. He brings
home the price many have paid attempting to
restore peace and help alleviate terrible
suffering. He illuminates the risks we face in a
complex and dangerous world. Some critics have
concluded that some interventions may prolong
conflict and create further casualties. The lesson
we learn from ruthless and vengeful warlords
the world over is that goodwill without strength
can make things worse. Shawcross argues that
recent interventions -- in Kosovo and East Timor,
for example -- provide reason for concern as well
as hope. Still, the unmistakable message of the
past decade is that we cannot intervene
everywhere, that not every wrong can be righted
merely because the international community
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desires it, or because we wish to remove images
of suffering from our television screens. Nor can
we necessarily rebuild failed states in our image.
When we intervene, we must be certain of our
objectives, sure of popular support and willing to
expend the necessary resources -- even lives. If
our interventions are to be effective and
humane, they must last for more than the fifteen
minutes of attention that the media accord to
each succeeding crisis. That is a tall order. As
Shawcross concludes, "In a more religious time
it was only God whom we asked to deliver us
from evil. Now we call upon our own man-made
institutions for such deliverance. That is
sometimes to ask for miracles."
The Human Touch - Michael Frayn 2008-01-22
Examines the role of humankind in the universe,
addressing such concepts as the existence of
time and space, relativity, and language in terms
of the question of what the universe would be
like if human beings were not around to observe
or interpret it.
My Father's Fortune
- Michael Frayn 2011-02-15
For the first time, Michael Frayn, the "master of
what is seriously funny,"* turns his humor and
narrative genius on his own family's story, to recreate the world that made him who he is
Whether he is deliriously funny or
philosophically profound, as a novelist and a
playwright Michael Frayn has concerned himself
with the ordinary life lived by erring humans,
which is always more extraordinary than people
think. In My Father's Fortune, Frayn reveals the
original exemplar of the extraordinary-ordinary
life: his father, Tom Frayn. A clever lad, a
roofing salesman with a winning smile and a
racetrack vocabulary, Tom Frayn emerged
undaunted from a childhood spent in two rooms
with six other people, all of them deaf. And
undaunted he stayed, through German rockets,
feckless in-laws, and his own increasing
deafness; through the setback of a son as
bafflingly slow-witted as the father was quick on
his feet; through the shockingly sudden tragedy
that darkened his life. Tom Frayn left his son
little more than three watches and two ink-andwash prints. But the true fortune he passed on
was the great humor and spirit revealed in this
beguiling memoir. * Anthony Burgess
Stage Directions - Michael Frayn 2009-01-08
Stage Directions covers half a lifetime and the

whole range of Frayn's theatrical writing, right
up to a new piece about his latest play, Afterlife.
It is also a reflection on his path into theatre: the
'doubtful beginnings' of his childhood, his
subsequent scorn as a young man and,
surprisingly late in life, his reluctant conversion.
Whatever subjects he tackles, from the
exploration of the atomic nucleus to the
mechanics of farce, Michael Frayn is never less
than fascinating, delightfully funny and
charming. This book encapsulates a lifetime's
work and is guaranteed to be a firm favourite
with his legions of fans around the world.
Narrative Ethics - Jakob Lothe 2013-09-01
While Plato recommended expelling poets from
the ideal society, W. H. Auden famously declared
that poetry makes nothing happen. The 19
contributions to the present book avoid such
polarized views and, responding in different
ways to the “ethical turn” in narrative theory,
explore the varied ways in which narratives
encourage readers to ponder matters of right
and wrong. All work from the premise that the
analysis of narrative ethics needs to be linked to
a sensitivity to esthetic (narrative) form. The
ethical issues are accordingly located on
different levels. Some are clearly presented as
thematic concerns within the text(s) considered,
while others emerge through (or are generated
by) the presentation of character and event by
means of particular narrative techniques. The
objects of analysis include such well-known or
canonical texts as Biblical Old Testament stories,
Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn, J. R. R.
Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, Vladimir
Nabokov’s Lolita, Jonathan Littell’s The Kindly
Ones, Ann Radcliffe’s The Italian and Matthew
Lewis’s The Monk. Others concentrate on lesswell-known texts written in languages other than
English. There are also contributions that
investigate theoretical issues in relation to a
range of different examples.
Michael Frayn's Copenhagen in Debate Matthias Dörries 2005
My Dear Li - Werner Heisenberg 2016-09-27
Personal letters reveal the quandary of a
prominent German physicist during the Nazi
years and the strength he shared with his loving
wife Nobel Prize–winning physicist Werner
Heisenberg lived far from his wife, Elisabeth,
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during most of the Second World War. An
wrong. He began at once to construct an image
eminent scientist, Werner headed Germany’s
of himself as a "pure" scientist who could have
national atomic research project in Berlin, while
built a bomb but chose to work on reactor design
Elisabeth and their children lived more safely in
instead. This was fiction, as Rose demonstrates:
Bavaria. This selection of more than 300 letters
in reality, Heisenberg blindly supported and
exchanged between husband and wife reveals
justified the cause of German victory. The
the precarious nature of Werner’s position in the question of why he did, and why he
Third Reich, Elisabeth’s increasingly difficult
misrepresented himself afterwards, is answered
everyday life as the war progressed, and the
through Rose's subtle analysis of German
devoted relationship that gave strength to them
mentality and the scientists' problems of
both. These letters provide a fascinating new
delusion and self-delusion. This fascinating study
perspective on Werner’s much-debated wartime
is a profound effort to understand one of the
work and his attitude toward the atomic bomb.
twentieth century's great enigmas.
They also shed light on his reluctance to
Afterlife - Michael Frayn 2017-03-23
emigrate despite the urging of friends. An
Afterlife is Michael Frayn's first new play for the
excerpt from his private diary, an introduction
National Theatre since Democracy, which
and notes by his daughter, and a selection of
premiered at the National in 2003 before West
personal family photographs complete this
End and Broadway transfers. Afterlife opens in
compelling volume.
the NT Lyttelton in June. Investigating the life of
Copenhagen - Michael Frayn 2000
the Austrian impresario and founder of the
An explosive re-imagining of the mysterious
Salzburg Festival, Max Reinhardt, Afterlife is a
wartime meeting between two Nobel laureates
grand epic and a highly theatrical work that will
to discuss the atomic bomb.
be directed by Frayn's long-term collaborator
Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, Michael Blakemore. With his morality play
1939-1945 - Paul Lawrence Rose 1998-10-16
'Everyman', Reinhardt captivated first the Prince
No one better represents the plight and the
Archbishop of Salzburg, and then the city itself,
conduct of German intellectuals under Hitler
with the play opening the Salzburg festival each
than Werner Heisenberg, whose task it was to
year from 1920 until the accession of the Nazis
build an atomic bomb for Nazi Germany. The
in 1938. As Reinhardt and his company are
controversy surrounding Heisenberg still rages,
forced into exile, 'Everyman' is taken to America
because of the nature of his work and the regime until life imitates art and Death comes for first
for which it was undertaken. What precisely did
Reinhardt's master of ceremonies and chief
Heisenberg know about the physics of the
associate, Kommer, and then for Reinhardt
atomic bomb? How deep was his loyalty to the
himself.
German government during the Third Reich?
First & Last - Michael Frayn 2017-03-23
Assuming that he had been able to build a bomb, "One of theatre's subtlest, most sophisticated
would he have been willing? These questions,
minds" (The Times) One spring morning a quiet,
the moral and the scientific, are answered by
shy man in his sixties sets out from Land's End
Paul Lawrence Rose with greater accuracy and
to walk the length of his native land. He has
breadth of documentation than any other
never walked more than a dozen miles in his life
historian has yet achieved. Digging deep into the before, his health is uncertain, his boots are
archival record among formerly secret technical
new, and he is too diffident to talk to anyone he
reports, Rose establishes that Heisenberg never
meets along the way. His slow, solitary progress
overcame certain misconceptions about nuclear
up the spine of Britain is watched by an unseen
fission, and as a result the German leaders never audience - his family and friends at home. How
pushed for atomic weapons. In fact, Heisenberg
far will he get before he is forced to give up? Is
never had to face the moral problem of whether
he being heroic or merely selfish? As the days of
he should design a bomb for the Nazi regime.
his absence go by the old alliances and quarrels
Only when he and his colleagues were interned
inside the family shift and alter. What emerges is
in England and heard about Hiroshima did
a story about the arbitrariness of human
Heisenberg realize that his calculations were
endeavour and about the tenacious complexity of
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human relationships; about one man's glimpse of
the country he lives in; about courage and about
love. First and Last was directed by Alan Dossor
in a production for BBC television, with Joss
Ackland as the walker.
Copenhagen - Michael Frayn 2016-12-15
In 1941 the German physicist Werner
Heisenberg made a strange trip to Copenhagen
to see his Danish counterpart, Niels Bohr. They
were old friends and close colleagues, and they
had revolutionised atomic physics in the 1920s
with their work together on quantum mechanics
and the uncertainty principle. But now the world
had changed, and the two men were on opposite
sides in a world war. The meeting was fraught
with danger and embarrassment, and ended in
disaster. Why the German physicist Heisenberg
went to Copenhagen in 1942 and what he
wanted to say to the Danish physicist Bohr are
questions which have exercised historians of
nuclear physics ever since. In Michael Frayn's
new play Heisenberg meets Bohr and his wife
Margrethe once again to look for the answers,
and to work out, just as they had once worked
out the internal functioning of the atom, how we
can ever know why we do what we do. 'Michael
Frayn's tremendous new play is a piece of
history, an intellectual thriller, a psychological
investigation and a moral tribunal in full
session.' Sunday Times
Now You Know - Michael Frayn 2017-04-07
"One of theatre's subtlest, most sophisticated
minds" (The Times) Now You Know: "Frayn's
light but serious, marvellous play, about official
and unofficial secrets, about idle curiosity and
investigative purpose" (Observer)
Skios - Michael Frayn 2012-06-19
The great master of farce turns to an exclusive
island retreat for a comedy of mislaid identities,
unruly passions, and demented, delicious
disorder On the private Greek island of Skios,
the high-paying guests of a world-renowned
foundation prepare for the annual keynote
address, to be given this year by Dr. Norman
Wilfred, an eminent authority on the scientific
organization of science. He turns out to be
surprisingly youthful, handsome, and
charming—quite unlike his reputation as dry and
intimidating. Everyone is soon eating out of his
hands. So, even sooner, is Nikki, the
foundation's attractive and efficient organizer.

Meanwhile, in a remote villa at the other end of
the island, Nikki's old friend Georgie has rashly
agreed to spend a furtive horizontal weekend
with a notorious schemer, who has
characteristically failed to turn up. Trapped
there with her instead is a pompous, balding
individual called Dr. Norman Wilfred, who has
lost his whereabouts, his luggage, his temper,
and increasingly all sense of reality—indeed,
everything he possesses other than the text of a
well-traveled lecture on the scientific
organization of science. In a spiraling farce
about upright academics, gilded captains of
industry, ambitious climbers, and dotty
philanthropists, Michael Frayn, the farceur "by
whom all others must be measured" (CurtainUp),
tells a story of personal and professional
disintegration, probing his eternal theme of how
we know what we know even as he delivers us to
the outer limits of hilarity.
The Trick of It - Michael Frayn 2002-12-16
In a novel about the creative process, a series of
letters reveals the relationship between a
celebrated female novelist and her less-thanhumble disciple. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
Spies - Michael Frayn 2009-01-08
In the quiet cul-de-sac where Keith and Stephen
live the only immediate signs of the Second
World War are the blackout at night and a single
random bombsite. But the two boys start to
suspect that all is not what it seems when one
day Keith announces a disconcerting discovery:
the Germans have infiltrated his own family. And
when the secret underground world they have
dreamed up emerges from the shadows they find
themselves engulfed in mysteries far deeper and
more painful than they had bargained for.
'Bernard Shaw couldn't do it, Henry James
couldn't do it, but the ingenious English author
Michael Frayn does do it: write novels and plays
with equal success ... Frayn's novel excels.' John
updike, New Yorker 'A beautifully accomplished,
richly nostalgic novel about supposed secondworld-war espionage seen through the eyes of a
young boy.' Sunday Times 'Deeply satisfying . . .
Frayn has written nothing better.' Independent
Faust in Copenhagen - Gino Segrè 2007
Documents the 1932 gathering of some forty of
the world's top names in physics, placing the
meeting against a backdrop of key scientific
developments while citing the contributions of
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specific figures and offering insight into how
their unsuspecting collaborations gave way to
subsequent historical events.
Two of Us - Michael Frayn 1974-04
A collection of short plays Black and Silver
Characters: 1 male, 1 female Interior Set In this
short, affecting and laughable scene parents are
awakened in the middle of the night by the baby.
They stumble about trying to pacify the infant.
At one point the husband panics because he
cannot hear the baby breathing in the cradle,
which is only reasonable because the wife has
put it on their bed. Mr. Foot Characters: 1 male,
1 female Interior Set A
Inside the Centre - Ray Monk 2013
J. Robert Oppenheimer is among the most
contentious and important figures of the
twentieth century. As head of the Los Alamos
Laboratory, he oversaw the successful effort to
beat the Nazis to develop the first atomic bomb a breakthrough which was to have eternal
ramifications for mankind, and made
Oppenheimer the 'father of the Bomb'. But his
was not a simple story of assimilation, scientific
success and world fame. A complicated and
fragile personality, the implications of the
discoveries at Los Alamos were to weigh heavily
upon him. Having formed suspicious connections
in the 1930s, in the wake of the Allied victory in
World War Two, Oppenheimer's attempts to
resist the escalation of the Cold War arms race
would lead many to question his loyalties - and
set him on a collision course with Senator Joseph
McCarthy and his witch hunters.
Alphabetical Order
- Michael Frayn 2016-12-15
Winner of the Evening Standard Best Comedy
Award after its long run at the Hampstead
Theatre and on the West End in 1975,
Alphabetical Order is set in the library of a
provincial newspaper where battle is joined
between the forces of order and chaos, between
arid organisation in the person of the new
library assistant, Leslie, and humane confusion
in the person of Lucy, the much-loved resident
librarian. Drawing on his experience as a
journalist, Frayn draws his gallery of characters
with the hilarious accuracy which can only come
from first-hand experience. This edition features
the author's revised version of the script
presented at the Hampstead Theatre in April
2009.

Matchbox Theatre - Michael Frayn 2014-10-14
Matchbox Theatre presents a miniature sketch
show: thirty dialogues and monologues by
Michael Frayn, to be played in the smallest
theatre in the world - the theatre of your own
imagination. Sir Geoffrye and Lady Hilarye,
sleeping peacefully on their marble tomb these
last six hundred years, are woken by the thump
of rock music in the crypt beneath them... A gala
performance of Shakespeare, and as a special
treat the sponsor's guests are being wined and
dined on stage as extras in the banquet scene...
The eternal triangle in an airport departure
lounge: two lovers and the flight
announcements... The scripts are provided.
Everything else - casting, set design, ice-cream
sales - is up to the reader...
Constructions- Michael Frayn 2013-02-21
First published in 1974 and republished
following the success of Frayn's masterly work
of philosophy, The Human Touch, Constructions
is a dazzling, thought-provoking and fascinating
book which explores some of the great problems
in philosophy and of everyday life.
Benefactors - Michael Frayn 1984
"This long-running hit starred Sam Waterson on
Broadway as an urban architect whose attempts
to improve humanity by the environments he
creates, only leads to chaos when the high-rise
boom goes bust and two close friends are caught
in the cross-hairs."--Page 4 of cover.
Headlong - Michael Frayn 2000-09-01
An unlikely con man wagers wife, wealth, and
sanity in pursuit of an elusive Old Master.
Invited to dinner by the boorish local landowner,
Martin Clay, an easily distracted philosopher,
and his art-historian wife are asked to assess
three dusty paintings blocking the draught from
the chimney. But hiding beneath the soot is
nothing less-Martin believes-than a lost work by
Bruegel. So begins a hilarious trail of lies and
concealments, desperate schemes and soaring
hopes as Martin, betting all that he owns and
much that he doesn't, embarks on a quest to
prove his hunch, win his wife over, and separate
the painting from its owner. In Headlong,
Michael Frayn, "the master of what is seriously
funny" (Anthony Burgess), offers a procession of
superbly realized characters, from the country
squire gone to seed to his giddy, oversexed
young wife. All are burdened by human muddle
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and human cravings; all are searching for a
moral compass as they grapple with greed, folly,
and desire. And at the heart of the clamor is
Breugel's vision, its dark tones warning of the
real risks of temptation and obsession. With this
new novel, Michael Frayn has given us
entertainment of the highest order. Supremely
wise and wickedly funny, Headlong elevates
Frayn into the front rank of contemporary
novelists.
The Tin Men - Michael Frayn 1965

and challenging the audience's expectations of a
science play. The book includes a comprehensive
annotated list of four centuries of science plays,
which will be useful for teachers, students, and
general readers alike.
Frayn Plays: 4 - Michael Frayn 2010-07-14
Michael Frayn is one of the great playwrights of
our time, enjoying international acclaim and
prestige. This anthology contains three of
Michael Frayn's best-known titles: Copenhagen,
Democracy and Afterlife, as well as an
introduction by the author and a chronology of
his work.
Democracy - Michael Frayn 2004-12-15
A brilliant exploration of character and
conscience from the author of COPENHAGEN,
set amid the tensions of 1960s Berlin In
Democracy, Michael Frayn once again creates
out of the known events of twentieth-century
history a drama of extraordinary urgency and
subtlety, reimagining the interactions and
motivations of Willy Brandt as he became
chancellor of West Germany in 1966 and those
of his political circle, including Günter
Guillaume, a functionary who became Brandt's
personal assistant-and who was eventually
exposed as an East German spy in a discovery
that helped force Brandt from office. But what
circumstances allowed Brandt to become the
first left-wing chancellor in forty years? And
why, given his progressive policies, did the East
German secret police feel it necessary to plant a
spy in his office and risk bringing down his
government? Michael Frayn writes in his
postscript to the play, "Complexity is what the
play is about: the complexity of human
arrangements and of human beings themselves,
and the difficulties that this creates in both
shaping and understanding our actions."
Celia's Secret
- Michael Frayn 2000
One day during the run of Michael Fryan's play
Copenhagen, a curious letter arrived from a
housewife in Chiswick. She enclosed a few faded
pages of barely legible German which she
thought might have some relevance to the
mystery at the play's heart. They turned out to
mark the start of a long and winding trail. The
subject of Copenhagen is the strange visit that
the German physicist, Werner Heisenberg, made
to his former Danish colleague, Niels Bohr in
1941. The two old friends now found themselves

Science on Stage - Kirsten Shepherd-Barr
2018-06-05
Science on Stage is the first full-length study of
the phenomenon of "science plays"--theatrical
events that weave scientific content into the plot
lines of the drama. The book investigates the
tradition of science on the stage from the
Renaissance to the present, focusing in
particular on the current wave of science
playwriting. Drawing on extensive interviews
with playwrights and directors, Kirsten
Shepherd-Barr discusses such works as Michael
Frayn's Copenhagen and Tom Stoppard's
Arcadia. She asks questions such as, What
accounts for the surge of interest in putting
science on the stage? What areas of science
seem most popular with playwrights, and why?
How has the tradition evolved throughout the
centuries? What currents are defining it now?
And what are some of the debates and
controversies surrounding the use of science on
stage? Organized by scientific themes, the book
examines selected contemporary plays that
represent a merging of theatrical form and
scientific content--plays in which the science is
literally enacted through the structure and
performance of the play. Beginning with a
discussion of Christopher Marlowe's Doctor
Faustus, the book traces the history of how
scientific ideas (quantum mechanics and
fractals, for example) are dealt with in theatrical
presentations. It discusses the relationship of
science to society, the role of science in our
lives, the complicated ethical considerations of
science, and the accuracy of the portrayal of
science in the dramatic context. The final
chapter looks at some of the most recent and
exciting developments in science playwriting
that are taking the genre in innovative directions
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on opposite sides in a world war, and
Heisenberg could not explain to Bohr that he
was running the Nazis' secret atomic
programme. His intentions have intrigued and
baffled historians, and the hitherto unpublished
German documents which Celia Rhys-Evans now
began to send Michael Frayn cast a remarkable
new light on certain aspects of the story. The
gradual emergence of these papers was followed
with particularly close interest by the actor,
David Burke, who was playing Niels Bohr, and
who had happened to have a wide experience of
documents of this sort. When it was all over
David Burke and Michael Frayn sat down
together, rather as Bohr and Heisenberg do in
the play, to try to unravel the mystery, and, like
Bohr and Heisenberg, to confront once again the
eternal difficulty of knowing why we do what we
do.
Beyond Uncertainty - David C. Cassidy
2010-04-01
"Exhaustively detailed yet eminently readable,
this is an important book."Publishers Weekly,
starred review "Cassidy does not so much
exculpate Heisenberg as explain him, with a
transparency that makes this biography a
pleasure to read."Los Angeles Times "Well
crafted and readable . . . [Cassidy] provides a
nuanced and compelling account of Heisenberg's
life."The Harvard Book Review In 1992, David C.
Cassidy’s groundbreaking biography of Werner
Heisenberg, Uncertainty, was published to
resounding acclaim from scholars and critics.
Michael Frayn, in the Playbill of the Broadway
production of Copenhagen, referred to it as one
of his main sources and “the standard work in
English.” Richard Rhodes (The Making of the
Atom Bomb) called it “the definitive biography of
a great and tragic physicist,” and the Los
Angeles Times praised it as “an important book.
Cassidy has sifted the record and brilliantly
detailed Heisenberg’s actions.” No book that has
appeared since has rivaled Uncertainty, now out
of print, for its depth and rich detail of the life,
times, and science of this brilliant and
controversial figure of twentieth-century
physics. Since the fall of the Soviet Union, longsuppressed information has emerged on
Heisenberg’s role in the Nazi atomic bomb
project. In Beyond Uncertainty, Cassidy
interprets this and other previously unknown

material within the context of his vast research
and tackles the vexing questions of a scientist’s
personal responsibility and guilt when serving
an abhorrent military regime. David C. Cassidy
is the author of J. Robert Oppenheimer and the
American Century, Einstein and Our World, and
Uncertainty.
Alarms And Excursions - Michael Frayn
2017-04-07
"Michael Frayn has the rare ability to construct
farcical comedy around philosophical principles
and the laughs and the ideas effortlessly
intermesh" (Guardian) Four old friends sit down
for a quiet evening together. But they are
harassed by various bells, sirens, buzzers,
warblers, beepers and cheepers, all trying to
warn them of something. What are these
electronic voices trying to tell them? Can they
understand the mysterious disasters before
disaster strikes? It's a race against time because there are seven more plays and twenty
more characters still to come before the evening
is through, plus a lot more strange noises - and
increasingly desperate calls from eleven
separate pay phones...
The Copenhagen Papers - Michael Frayn
2003-01-04
In a brilliant coda to the play Copenhagen,
Michael Frayn receives mysterious letters that
take him back to the theme of his bestselling
novel, Headlong -- human folly, this time his
own. Michael Frayn's Copenhagen has
established itself as one of the finest pieces of
drama to grace the stage in recent years. The
subject of the Tony-winning play is the strange
visit the German nuclear physicist Werner
Heisenberg made to his former mentor, scientist
Niels Bohr, in Nazi-occupied Copenhagen and
the quarrel that ensued. Heisenberg's intentions
on that visit, for good or for evil, have long
intrigued and baffled historians and scientists.
One day, during the British run of Copenhagen,
Frayn received a curious package from a
suburban housewife, which contained a few
faded pages of barely legible German writings.
These pages, which she claimed to have found
concealed beneath her floorboards, seemed to
cast a remarkable new light on the mystery at
the heart of play. As more material emerged -specifically notes that appeared to give
instructions on how to put up a table-tennis table
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but perhaps containing important encoded
information -- actor David Burke, who was
playing Niels Bohr, began to display extreme,
even suspicious interest in Frayn's growing
obsession with cracking the riddle of the papers.
And Frayn, for his part, lost all sense of

certainty. Was he the victim of an elaborate
hoax? By turns comic and profound, The
Copenhagen Papers explores the conundrum
that is always at the heart of Frayn's work -human gullibility and the eternal difficulty of
knowing why we do what we do.
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