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the best website to look the incredible book to have.

Misunderstanding Cults - Thomas Robbins
2001-01-01
Misunderstanding Cults provides a uniquely
balanced contribution to what has become a
highly polarized area of study. Working towards
a moderate "third path" in the heated debate
over new religious movements or cults, this
collection includes contributions from both
scholars who have been characterized as
"anticult" and those characterized as "cultapologists." The study incorporates multiple
viewpoints as well as a variety of theoretical and
methodological perspectives, with the stated
goal of depolarizing the discussion over
alternative religious movements. A prominent
section within the book focuses explicitly on the
issue of scholarly objectivity and the danger of
partisanship in the study of cults. The collection
also includes contributions on the controversial
and much misunderstood topic of brainwashing,
as well as discussions of cult violence, children
brought up in unconventional religious
movements, and the conflicts between
alternative religious movements and their
critics. Unique in its breadth, this is the first
study of new religious movements to address the
main points of controversy within the field while
attempting to find a middle ground between
opposing camps of scholarship.
America's Alternative Religions - Timothy Miller
1995-01-01
This is a source of reliable information on the
most important new and alternative religions
covering history, theology, impact on the
culture, and current status. It includes a chapter

on the Branch Davidians.
Millennium, Messiahs, and Mayhem Thomas Robbins 2013-10-28
First Published in 1997. Routledge is an imprint
of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Cults, Religion, and Violence - David G.
Bromley 2002-05-13
This explores the question of when and why
violence by and against new religious cults
erupts and whether and how such dramatic
conflicts can be foreseen, managed and averted.
The authors, leading international experts on
religious movements and violent behavior, focus
on the four major episodes of cult violence
during the last decade: the tragic conflagration
that engulfed the Branch Davidians in Waco,
Texas; the deadly sarin gas attack by the Aum
Shinrikyo in Tokyo; the murder-suicides by the
Solar Temple in Switzerland and Canada; and
the collective suicide by the members of
Heaven's Gate. They explore the dynamics
leading to these dramatic episodes in North
America, Europe, and Asia, and offer insights
into the general relationship between violence
and religious cults in contemporary society. The
authors conclude that these events usually
involve some combination of internal and
external dynamics through which a new
religious movement and society become
polarized.
Introduction to New and Alternative Religions in
America - Eugene V. Gallagher 2006
Describes more than thirty new and alternative
religions practiced in America, covering their
history, philosophy, leaders, religious practices,
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and the controversies that arise around them.
Religion Online - Lorne L. Dawson 2013-05-13
Religion Online provides an accessible and
comprehensive introduction to this burgeoning
new religious reality, from cyberpilgrimages to
neo-pagan chatroom communities. A substantial
introduction by the editors presenting the main
themes and issues is followed by sixteen
chapters addressing core issues of concern such
as youth, religion and the internet, new religious
movements and recruitment, propaganda and
the countercult, and religious tradition and
innovation.
Life in The Family - James D. Chancellor
2000-07-01
From a unique insider's perspective—including
interviews with more than seven-hundred family
members—James Chancellor charts The Family's
course since its emergence as the most
controversial group to grow out of the Jesus
People Movement in the 1960s. Chancellor, who
had extraordinary access to rare Family records,
includes the experiences of members who have
remained loyal to the community and to the
founding vision of their prophet, David Brandt
Berg. In the first book of its kind—comprising
often painful personal histories and firsthand
accounts—Chancellor focuses on the motivation
and process of becoming a Child of God, the core
beliefs of the community, the mission of the
disciples, their shifting sexual mores, and the
cost of membership in terms of internal
discipline and external persecution. Intense
confrontation with the legal, religious, political,
and educational establishment marked the
movement's activities from the beginning. The
young disciples heeded the call of their prophet
to flee a soon-to-be-destroyed North America.
Dispersed throughout Europe, Latin America,
Africa, and East Asia, they virtually disappeared
from the American landscape. In the late 1980s,
The Family had gone through extreme
theological and lifestyle changes, including a
radical reordering of their sexual ethos. The
Children of God started to come home. Now a
worldwide counterculture of some twelve
thousand members, the movement's colorful
history reveals a profoundly religious group that
has tested the limits of human experience.
Cults in Context - Lorne Dawson 2018-02-06
In the face of the increasingly variegated

ideological landscape of contemporary America,
cults have become the focus of public
controversy. The growth of new religions has
been matched by the development of an
organized and vocal opposition, the anti-cult
movement. This in turn has prompted an
extensive investigation of new religious
movements (NRMs) by sociologists and
psychologists of religion, as well as historians
and religious studies scholars. The readings
collected here contribute to the debate about
cults by sampling some of the best and most
accessible publications from the academic study
of NRMs.The contributors address the questions
most commonly asked about cults, such as: What
brought about the emergence of new religious
movements? What is a cult or new religious
movement? Who joins new religious movements
and why? Are converts to new religious
movements brainwashed? Why did the
Jonestown and Waco tragedies happen? Are
cults inclined to be violent? What does the
emergence of so many new religious movements
say about our society? What does it say about
the future of religion?Cults in Context surveys
the descriptive typologies, theories, and data
accumulated by sociologists and psychologists
studying new religious movements over the last
twenty years. It serves to defuse many popular
fears and misconceptions about cults, allowing
the reader to develop a more reasonable and
tolerant understanding of the people who join
new religious movements and the functions of
these movements in contemporary society.
The New Religious Movements Experience in
America - Eugene Gallagher 2004
Examines how new religions have originated,
survived or died, and sometimes prospered
throughout U. S. history and what it's like to
follow one of these spiritual practices
Understanding New Religious Movements John A Saliba 2004-09-08
Discussions of any religion can easily raise
passions. But arguments tend to become even
more heated when the religion under discussion
is characterized as new. Divisions around the
study of new religious movements (NRMs), or
cults, or nontraditional or alternative or
emergent religions are so acute that there is
even controversy over what to call them. John
Saliba strives to bring balance to these
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discussions by offering perspectives on new
religions from different academic perspectives:
history, psychology, sociology, law, theology,
and counseling. This approach provides rich
descriptions of a broad range of movements
while demonstrating how the differing aims of
the disciplines can create much of the
controversy around NRMs. The new second
edition has been updated and revised
throughout and includes a new foreword by
noted historian of religion, J. Gordon Melton. For
classes in religion or the social sciences, or for
interested individuals, Understanding New
Religious Movements offers the most objective
introduction possible.
Comprehending Cults - Lorne L. Dawson 2006
He also analyzes controversial issues such as the
accusations of brainwashing and sexual deviance
that are sometimes made against cults;
discusses why cults sometimes turn to violence;
and examines what NRMs can tell us about the
future of religion and culture in North America.
The result is a comprehensive, evenhanded
introduction to the study of new religious
phenomena."--BOOK JACKET.
Modern Religious Cults and Movements Gaius Glenn Atkins 1923
Alternative Religions - Stephen J. Hunt
2017-11-01
Title first published in 2003. Alternative
religions attract great public, academic and
government interest in our apparently postChristian society. Yet how did all the
'alternatives' develop, what are their beliefs and
practices and how significant is their impact in
terms of the world's religions and society? This
book presents a comprehensive introduction to
the major forms of alternative religions: Cults,
Sects, New Religious Movements, the New Age,
Fundamentalism, Pentecostalism, Ethnic
Religions and Quasi-religions. Stephen Hunt
presents sociological insights into the rise of
alternative religions, their beliefs and practices,
their impact, who joins them, and how they are
being classified and could be re-classified in the
future. Public and legal controversies
surrounding some alternative religions, such as
the so-called 'dangerous cults', are also
explored. This book offers students insights into
contemporary themes such as secularisation,

post-modernity, links between religion, healing
and and changes in our global culture.
Social Science and the Cults
- John A. Saliba
2019-03-20
This book, first published in 1990, brings
together descriptive, comparative, and
theoretical materials on cults and sects in
Western culture, focusing on literature
published since 1970. A historical section links
the rise of the new movements to similar past
phenomena in Western culture. Other sections
examine the methodology of studying religious
movements and the various theories which have
been brought to explain them, current studies on
traditional sects that are sometimes compared to
the new religions, and many studies of individual
contemporary cults.
Psychiatry and the Cults - John A. Saliba
2018-09-24
Originally published in 1987, this title was
compiled in response to the concern, in some
segments of society, about the presence of new
religious movements in the West in the second
half of the twentieth century. There are lots of
psychological questions surrounding cults and
the influence they have over their members.
These questions have been operative in the
accumulation of this annotated bibliography,
which was intended primarily as a reference
guide for psychiatrists and counsellors who
advise cult members, ex-cult members and their
bewildered parents, and lawyers who use
psychiatric arguments in the courts.
New Religious Movements in the Twenty-First
Century - Phillip Charles Lucas 2004-06-01
New Religious Movements in the 21st Century is
the first volume to examine the urgent and
important issues facing new religions in their
political, legal and religious contexts in global
perspective. With essays from prominent NRM
scholars and usefully organized into four
regional areas covering Western Europe, Asia,
Africa, and Australia, Russia and Eastern
Europe, and North and South America, as well
as a concluding section on the major themes of
globalization and terrorist violence, this book
provides invaluable insight into the challenges
facing religion in the twenty-first century. An
introduction by Tom Robbins provides an
overview of the major issues and themes
discussed in the book.
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Cults and New Religious Movements - Lorne
L. Dawson 2003-06-02
What is a cult? Why do they emerge? Who joins
them? And why do tragedies such as Waco and
Jonestown occur? This reader brings together
the voices of historians, sociologists, and
psychologists of religion to address these key
questions about new religious movements. Looks
at theoretical explanations for cults, why people
join and what happens when they do. Brings
together the best work on cults by sociologists,
historians, and psychologists of religion. A
broad-ranging, balanced and clearly organized
collection of readings. Includes coverage of
topical issues, such as the 'brainwashing'
controversy, and cults in cyberspace. Section
introductions by the editor situate the nature,
value, and relevance of the selected readings in
context of current discussions.
Cults - James R. Lewis 2014-09-11
Cults examines the history and current status of
cults across the United States, Europe, and East
Asia. Focusing on the principal controversial
religions and movements that have attracted
major media attention, the book also includes
profiles of hundreds of minority religions, from
Jesus People and Rastafarians to voodoo
practitioners and the human-cloning Raelians.
All the issues central to the practice and the fear
of cults are examined - apocalypticism,
deprogramming, social isolation, cults and the
media, the use and threat of violence, child
custody, libel, tax evasion, solicitation, and the
techniques of persuasion and conviction - as are
the many charismatic cult leaders. Cults
presents a comprehensive and authoritative
reference, offering a balanced view of the
controversy surrounding these new religious
movements, assessing the movements
themselves as well as the legal and
governmental responses to them, including
attempts to quantify membership.
New Religious Movements - Eileen Barker
1989
New Religious Movements
Legal Cases, New Religious Movements, and
Minority Faiths - Professor James T Richardson
2014-09-28
Exploring cases in different parts of the world,
this book offers a practical insight for
understanding the relations of NRMs and other

minority religions and the law from the
perspective of legal cases. Including
contributions from scholars, legal practitioners,
actual or former members, this book presents an
objective approach to understanding why so
many legal actions have involved NRMs and
other minority faiths in recent years in western
societies, and the consequences of those actions
for the society and the religious group as well.
Race and New Religious Movements in the
USA - Emily Suzanne Clark 2019-08-08
Organized in chronological order of the founding
of each movement, this documentary reader
brings to life new religious movements from the
18th century to the present. It provides students
with the tools to understand questions of race,
religion, and American religious history.
Movements covered include the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormonism), the
Native American Church, the Moorish Science
Temple, the Nation of Islam, and more. The
voices included come from both men and
women. Each chapter focuses on a different new
religious movement and features: - an
introduction to the movement, including the
context of its founding - two to four primary
source documents about or from the movement suggestions for further reading.
Cults in Context
- Lorne L. Dawson 1998
In the face of the increasingly variegated
ideological landscape of contemporary America,
cults have become the focus of public
controversy. The growth of new religions has
been matched by the development of an
organized and vocal opposition, the anti-cult
movement. This in turn has prompted an
extensive investigation of new religious
movements (NRMs) by sociologists and
psychologists of religion, as well as historians
and religious studies scholars. The readings
collected here contribute to the debate about
cults by sampling some of the best and most
accessible publications from the academic study
of NRMs.The contributors address the questions
most commonly asked about cults, such as: What
brought about the emergence of new religious
movements? What is a cult or new religious
movement? Who joins new religious movements
and why? Are converts to new religious
movements brainwashed? Why did the
Jonestown and Waco tragedies happen? Are
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cults inclined to be violent? What does the
emergence of so many new religious movements
say about our society? What does it say about
the future of religion?Cults in Context surveys
the descriptive typologies, theories, and data
accumulated by sociologists and psychologists
studying new religious movements over the last
twenty years. It serves to defuse many popular
fears and misconceptions about cults, allowing
the reader to develop a more reasonable and
tolerant understanding of the people who join
new religious movements and the functions of
these movements in contemporary society.
A Historical Introduction to the Study of
New Religious Movements - W. Michael
Ashcraft 2018-02-02
The American public’s perception of New
Religious Movements (NRMs) as fundamentally
harmful cults stems from the "anticult"
movement of the 1970s, which gave a sometimes
hysterical and often distorted image of NRMs to
the media. At the same time, academics
pioneered a new field, studying these same
NRMs from sociological and historical
perspectives. They offered an interpretation that
ran counter to that of the anticult movement.
For these scholars in the new field of NRM
studies, NRMs were legitimate religions
deserving of those freedoms granted to
established religions. Those scholars in NRM
studies continued to evolve methods and
theories to study NRMs. This book tells their
story. Each chapter begins with a biography of a
key person involved in studying NRMs. The
narrative unfolds chronologically, beginning
with late nineteenth- and early-twentieth century
perceptions of religions alternative to the
mainstream. Then the focus shifts to those early
efforts, in the 1960s and 1970s, to comprehend
the growing phenomena of cults or NRMs using
the tools of academic disciplines. The book’s
midpoint is a chapter that looks closely at the
scholarship of the anticult movement, and from
there moves forward in time to the present,
highlighting themes in the study of NRMs like
violence, gender, and reflexive ethnography. No
other book has used the scholars of NRMs as the
focus for a study in this way. The material in this
volume is, therefore, a fascinating viewpoint
from which to explore the origins of this vibrant
academic community, as well as analyse the

practice of Religious Studies more generally.
The Future of New Religious Movements David G. Bromley 1987
The Challenge of the Cults and New
Religions - Ron Rhodes 2009-08-30
Cults and New Religions Aren’t Hard to
FindThey’re in your neighborhood . . . your
workplace . . . your school . . . maybe even your
family.Cults are flourishing across America.
Chances are, you’ve encountered one, perhaps
even know someone who is involved in a cult.
Can you discuss knowledgably the critical
differences between Christianity and the
teachings of Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Scientology, the New Age movement, Hindubased cults, and other prominent groups and
religious movements? In this essential resource,
preeminent cult authority Ron Rhodes explains
what cults are, why they are cause for concern,
and why in the 21st century, as never before,
their numbers and memberships are exploding
nationally and worldwide. Drawing on his
extensive experience as a cult researcher,
Rhodes offers to-the-point, cutting-edge
information on twelve major cults and new
religions:MormonismJehovah’s WitnessesMind
SciencesNew Age MovementChurch of
ScientologyHindu-based CultsUnification
ChurchBaha’i FaithUnitarian
UniversalismOneness PentecostalismMasonic
LodgeSatanismLearning the distinctives of these
groups will equip you to deal with any of the
thousands of other less significant cults you may
encounter. The Challenge of the Cults and New
Religion includes Color photosScripture
IndexSubject IndexGlossaryBibliographyAnd
your resources don’t end at the last page. You
can supplement your knowledge whenever you
choose by visiting the author’s Web site at
www.ronrhodes.org for free, thorough, up-tothe-minute information on each cult discussed in
the book.If you’re concerned for the temporal
and eternal welfare of others, The Challenge of
the Cults is a must. It will help you confront the
deception of false Christs and lying doctrines
with the clear, well-grounded truth of biblical
Christianity.
Violence and New Religious Movements James R. Lewis 2011-04-06
The relationship between new religious
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movements (NRMs) and violence has long been
a topic of intense public interest--an interest
heavily fueled by multiple incidents of mass
violence involving certain groups. Some of these
incidents have made international headlines.
When New Religious Movements make the news,
it's usually because of some violent episode.
Some of the most famous NRMs are known
much more for the violent way they came to an
end than for anything else. Violence and New
Religious Movements offers a comprehensive
examination of violence by-and against-new
religious movements. The book begins with
theoretical essays on the relationship between
violence and NRMs and then moves on to
examine particular groups. There are essays on
the "Big Five"--the most well-known cases of
violent incidents involving NRMs: Jonestown,
Waco, Solar Temple, the Aum Shunrikyo subway
attack, and the Heaven's Gate suicides. But the
book also provides a richer survey by examining
a host of lesser-known groups. This volume is
the culmination of decades of research by
scholars of New Religious Movements.
Encyclopedia of New Religious Movements Peter Clarke 2004-03-01
New Religious Movements (NRMs) can involve
vast numbers of followers and in many cases are
radically changing the way people understand
and practice religion and spirituality. Moreover,
many are having a profound impact on the form
and content of mainstream religion. The
Encyclopedia of New Religious Movements
provides uniquely global coverage of the
phenomenon, with entries on over three-hundred
movement from almost every country in the
world. Coverage includes movements that derive
from the major religions of the world and to neotraditional movements, movements often
overlooked in the study of NRMs. In addition to
the coverage of particular movements there are
also entries on topics, themes, key thinkers and
key ideas, for example the New Age Movement,
Neo-Paganism, New Religion and gender, NRMs
and cyberspace, NRMs and the law, the AntiCult Movement, Swedenborg, Jung, Teilhard de
Chardin, Lovelock, Gurdjieff, al-Banna, Qutb.
The marked global approach and
comprehensiveness of the encyclopedia enable
an appreciation of the innovative energy of
NRMs, of their extraordinary diversity, and the

often surprising ways in which they can
propagate geographically. The most ambitions
publication of its sort, the Encyclopedia of New
Religious Movements is a major addition to the
reference literature for students and researchers
of the field in religious studies and the social
sciences. Entries are cross-referenced with short
bibliographies for further reading. There is a full
index.
Find It Quick Handbook on Cults and New
Religions - Ron Rhodes 2005-08-01
Were most cults and new religions simply
passing fads of the late-twentieth century, or are
some of them still growing today? What new
sects have emerged, and what dangers do they
present? How should Christians respond? Bible
teacher and apologetics expert Ron Rhodes has
cataloged 40 groups in this concise and easy-touse handbook. Readers will appreciate Ron's
thorough research and his reader-friendly style.
His brief examination of each group includes a
short history of the sect or new religion an
explanation of the group's major doctrines the
Christian apologetic response This informative
guide includes a list of "Apologetic Power
Points," which provides readers with a fastpaced summary of the foundational truths of
biblical Christianity.
Encyclopedia of New Religions - Christopher
Partridge 2004
A comprehensive and authoritative guide to over
200 new religions, sects and alternative
spiritualities
Cults and New Religions - Douglas E. Cowan
2008
An overview of the development of new religions
and the controversies surrounding them in late
modern society. A stimulating, course-friendly
overview of the history and development of new
religious movements (NRMs) in the late
twentieth century Explores eight cults and
NRMs, including the Church of Scientology,
Transcendental Meditation, Unificationism, The
Family International, the Ramtha School of
Enlightenment, the Branch Davidians, Heaven’s
Gate, and Wicca Each chapter reviews the
origins, leaders, beliefs, rituals and practices of
a NRM, highlighting the specific controversies
surrounding this group Covers debates including
what constitutes an authentic religion, the
validity of claims of brainwashing techniques,
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the implications of experimentation with
and Seventh Day Adventists, as well as many
unconventional sexual practices, and the deeply
others. Each section is prefaced by a contextual
rooted cultural fears that cults engender.
introduction and concludes with a list of sources
Revisionism and Diversification in New Religious
for further reading. New Religious Movements
Movements - Eileen Barker 2016-04-08
offers a rare inside look into the worldviews of
New Religious Movements tend to start their
alternative religious traditions.
lives with a number of unequivocal statements,
Encyclopedia of New Religions - Christopher
not only of a theological nature but also about
Partridge 2006
the world and appropriate behaviours for the
This book gives readers a comprehensive map of
believer. Yet these apparently inalienable Truths
200 of the most significant new religions and
and their interpretations frequently become
alternative spiritualities to have emerged in the
revised, ’adjusted’ or selectively adopted by
last 100 years. It is written by specialists but
different believers. This book explores different
with the non-specialist in mind. The groups are
ways in which, as NRMs develop, stagnate, fade
categorised according to their religion of origin away, or abruptly cease to exist, certain
those with roots in Judaism (e.g. Havurot
orthodoxies and practices have, for one reason
Movement, Messianic Judaism), Christianity (e.g.
or another, been dropped or radically altered.
Christian Science, Rastafarianism), Islam (e.g.
Sometimes such changes are adapted by only a
Bah'ai), Hinduism (e.g. Sahaja Yoga), Buddism
section of the movement, resulting in schism. Of
(e.g. Santi Asoke), Sikhism, Japanese religion
particular concern are processes that might lead (e.g. Omoto, Reiki), Chinese religion and
to violent and/or anti-social behaviour. As part of philosophy (e.g. Feng Shui), Zoroastrianism,
the Ashgate/Inform series, and in the spirit of
primal or pagan religion (e.g. Shamanism) and
the Inform Seminars, this book approaches its
western culture (e.g. Scientology, Psychedelic
topic from a wide range of perspectives.
spirituality).
Contributors include academics, current and
New Religious Movements - Bryan R. Wilson
former members of NRMs, and members of ’cult- 1999
watching’ movements. All the contributions are
Focusing on five countries (Italy, Brazil,
of a scholarly rather than a polemic nature, and
Germany, Britain and the United States), New
brought together by Eileen Barker, the founder
Religious Movements offers a comprehensive
of Inform.
and wide-ranging study of the phenomena and
New Religious Movements - Dereck Daschke
impact of new religions.
2005-06-17
A Guide to New Religious Movements An original collection of primary documents
Ronald M. Enroth 2005-06-26
conveying the wide array of ideas connected to
Sociologist Ronald Enroth and a team of expert
new religious movements New Religious
contributors provide an accessible handle on the
Movements is a highly unique volume, bringing
key religious movements of our day, from the
together primary documents conveying the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and
words and ideas of a wide array of new religious
the Jehovah's Witnesses to contemporary
movements (NRMs), and offering a first-hand
versions of Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam.
look into their belief systems. Arranged by the
Cult Controversies - James A. Beckford 1985
editors according to a new typology, the text
allows readers to consider NRMS along five
Controversial New Religions - James R. Lewis
interrelated pathways—from those that offer
2014
new perceptions of existence or new personal
In terms of public opinion, new religious
identities, to those that center on relationships
movements are considered controversial for a
within family-like units, to those movements that variety of reasons. Their social organization
highlight the need for recasting the social order
often runs counter to popular expectations by
or anticipate the dawn of a new age. The volume
experimenting with communal living, alternative
includes original documents from groups such as leadership roles, unusual economic dispositions,
the Unification Church, Theosophy, Branch
and new political and ethical values. As a result
Davidians, Wicca, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Santeria, the general public views new religions with a
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mixture of curiosity, amusement, and anxiety,
sustained by lavish media emphasis on oddness
and tragedy rather than familiarity and lived
experience. This updated and revised second
edition of Controversial New Religions offers a
scholarly, dispassionate look at those groups
that have generated the most attention,
including some very well-known classical groups
like The Family, Unification Church, Scientology,
and Jim Jones's People's Temple; some relative
newcomers such as the Kabbalah Centre, the
Order of the Solar Temple, Branch Davidians,
Heaven's Gate, and the Falun Gong; and some
interesting cases like contemporary Satanism,
the Raelians, Black nationalism, and various
Pagan groups. Each essay combines an overview
of the history and beliefs of each organization or
movement with original and insightful analysis.
By presenting decades of scholarly work on new
religious movements written in an accessible
form by established scholars as well as younger
experts in the field, this book will be an
invaluable resource for all those who seek a view
of new religions that is deeper than what can be
found in sensationalistic media stories.
Understanding Cults and New Age Religions
Irving Hexham 1998-05
Historical Dictionary of New Religious
Movements - George D. Chryssides 2012
In this newly updated second edition of the
Historical Dictionary of New Religious
Movements, George D. Chryssides traces the
rise and development of new religious
movements throughout the world. An updated
introduction summarizes the phenomenon of

new religious movements and lays out the
changes to the dictionary since the 2001 edition,
while the main body of the dictionary consists of
close to 600 cross-referenced entries on key
figures, ideas, themes, and places related to
various new religious movements. An index
organizes the information in the dictionary, and
a comprehensive bibliography leads the
researcher to further sources.
The Bloomsbury Companion to New
Religious Movements - George D. Chryssides
2014-01-02
The Bloomsbury Companion to New Religious
Movements covers key themes such as
charismatic leadership, conversion and
brainwashing, prophecy and millennialism,
violence and suicide, gender and sexuality, legal
issues, and the portrayal of New Religious
Movements by the media and anti-cult
organisations. Several categories of new
religions receive special attention, including
African new religions, Japanese new religions,
Mormons, and UFO religions. This guide to New
Religious Movements and their critical study
brings together 29 world-class international
scholars, and serves as a resource to students
and researchers. The volume highlights the
current state of academic study in the field, and
explores areas in which future research might
develop. Clearly and accessibly organised to
help users quickly locate key information and
analysis, the book includes an A to Z of key
terms, extensive guides to further resources, a
comprehensive bibliography, and a timeline of
major developments in the field such as the
emergence of new groups, publications, legal
decisions, and historical events.
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